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passed away suddenly on October 12, 2000,
in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Dr. Schnell’s life embodied the tenets of citi-
zenship that I have discussed above. After a
thirty-six year career in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, he chose to dedicate his retirement
years to serving his community. A gifted musi-
cian, avid golfer and talented woodworker, Dr.
Schnell nonetheless committed countless
hours to improving the lives of the people in
his community. He worked hard to establish
the Kankakee Valley Youth Orchestra and his
vision was finally realized this summer. He
also served on his church board of trustees
and taught English as a second language to
new immigrants.

President Richard Nixon said, ‘‘We must al-
ways remember that America is a great nation
today not because of what government did for
people but because of what people did for
themselves and for one another.’’ President
Nixon’s words embody the spirit of individual
service and honor the extraordinary contribu-
tions of ordinary citizens like Dr. Lorne A.
Schnell.

Liberty, justice, freedom and opportunity.
These are not just idle words, they are the
fundamental principles that make our Republic
unique. Embrace these ideals and honor our
forefathers by participating in the governance
of your town, county, state and country. Volun-
teer your time and serve your community.
Stand and proudly salute as your nation’s flag
passes by and instill in your children what it
means to be an American citizen.

Citizenship is one of our nation’s greatest
strengths; it gives our nation’s democracy vi-
tality and longevity. As we face the uncertain-
ties and challenges of the third millennium, the
strength and character of the American citi-
zenry provides us with the foundation to move
forward as a nation. President Abraham Lin-
coln once said, ‘‘Whatever you are, be a good
one.’’ Heed President Lincoln’s words by com-
mitting yourself to being an active participant
in the well-being of your family and your com-
munity. Your dedicated service will help en-
sure the continuing prosperity of our great na-
tion.
f
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Friday, November 3, 2000

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with
a mixture of sadness and enthusiasm that I
bid farewell to a friend and colleague,
CHARLES CANADY as he prepares to voluntarily
end his service in the United States Congress.

I am sad because I have known CHARLES
since our days in the Florida state legislature
but am excited for him as he embarks on a
new journey.

I have had the distinct pleasure of not only
serving with Congressman CANADY here in the
House, but also in the Florida legislature
where during his first term he was honored as
the Most Effective First Term Legislator.

I believe that designation has stayed with
him throughout his tenure in the House where
he has served his district, the state of Florida,
and indeed the nation by working hard on be-
half of Florida’s agricultural industry, on legis-

lation for lobbying disclosure reform and
strengthening our criminal justice system.

The 1998 Almanac of American Politics
summed it up when they said that ‘‘CANADY is
hard-working and . . . strong in his convic-
tions . . .’’

I am certain his leadership will be missed by
the constituents of Florida’s 12th Congres-
sional district. For myself, I can certainly say
that his friendship and accomplishments in the
House will be sorely missed and I know that
he will continue to succeed in his role as Flor-
ida Governor Jeb Bush’s General Counsel.

I am proud to have known and worked with
Representative CANADY and I ask my Con-
gressional colleagues to join me in paying trib-
ute and saying good-bye to this dear friend.
f
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay special tribute to the Asso-
ciation for the Research of Middle Eastern
Cultures, A.R.M.E.C., on its fifth anniversary,
and to recognize the 45th Moroccan Inde-
pendence Day. A.R.M.E.C promotes cultural,
social, educational, and religious activities in
order to facilitate the participation of the Mid-
dle Eastern community in American life.

A.R.M.E.C strives to promote interaction be-
tween individuals of various cultural and reli-
gious backgrounds in order to create an envi-
ronment of mutual respect and understanding.
For the past three years, they have honored
and commended various Artists of the Year in
order to further appreciate and bring recogni-
tion to the rich cultural heritage of the Middle
East.

A.R.M.E.C.’s mission is to help facilitate a
harmonious multicultural society. They spon-
sor various cultural and sporting events includ-
ing conferences, musical performances, and
traditional celebrations. In 1996, A.R.M.E.C.
co-sponsored a family conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. with the theme: True Family Val-
ues for American Moslem Families. One hun-
dred and fifty participants attended this con-
ference to discuss how to improve the quality
of families throughout the world.

Furthermore, Mr. Speaker, A.R.M.E.C. is in-
volved in many humanitarian and social activi-
ties. After the death of King Hassan II of Mo-
rocco, A.R.M.E.C. made available for signing
a condolence book addressed to his son and
successor, King Mohammed VI. Following this
year’s devastating earthquake in Turkey,
A.R.M.E.C. sent an appeal to its members to
express their solidarity and generosity toward
the people of Turkey.

The Association for the Research of Middle
Eastern Cultures hopes to continue its efforts
in familiarizing members with United States
history, religious traditions, culture and laws, in
order to facilitate integration into American so-
ciety. Future projects include new immigrants
support and assistance services, English and
Arabic language classes, Middle East music

and dance classes, and marriage and family
counseling.

Mr. Speaker, I salute the Association for the
Research of Middle Eastern Cultures and ask
my colleagues in Congress to join me in rec-
ognizing the great contributions of A.R.M.E.C.
and the Moroccan 45th Independence Day.
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I am trou-
bled by the fact that the State Department has
made almost no progress with regard to the
disappearance of two Hmong Americans who
went missing in Laos more than a year ago.
Mr. Michael Vang, a constituent of mine from
Fresno, CA, and Mr. Housa Ly, a constituent
of Representative MARK GREEN from Appleton,
WI, are believed to have been seized by the
Pathet Lao along the border of Thailand and
Laos. Our constituents have not been seen or
heard from since.

I believe the U.S. Congress needs to get
tougher with the military dictatorship in Laos
and the bureaucrats at the State Department
who are content to work gently and coopera-
tively with the same Lao officials who are like-
ly responsible for the abduction of our con-
stituents. The regime in Laos continues to bru-
talize and murder its own people, particularly
the Lao and Hmong people—many of which
have relatives in my Congressional district.

Congressmen Vento, GREEN and I helped to
send a strong message to the State Depart-
ment and to the Laos government last year
with the passage of H. Res. 169, which was
the first legislation to pass the House of Rep-
resentatives specific to Laos—and it passed
412 to 20. Among other things it urged the
Lao Government to return Mr. Ly and Mr.
Vang, or their remains, to United States au-
thorities and their families in America at once;
it warned the Lao Government of the serious
consequences, including sanctions, of acts of
aggression against United States citizens; and
finally it urged the Department of State and
other appropriate United States agencies to
share the maximum amount of information re-
garding the disappearance of Messrs. Ly and
Vang. None of these things have come to
pass.

So today I want to thank my colleague, Sen-
ator BOB SMITH from New Hampshire, for his
efforts to place an ongoing hold on the ap-
pointment of a U.S. Ambassador to Laos until
a fundamental overhaul of U.S. policy is made
toward Laos, and until changes are made with
regard to the way the State Department is
handling the case of Mr. Michael Vang and
Houa Ly.

There are others I would like to thank for
their efforts to help us resolve this case. Ms.
Susie Vang, the wife of Michael Vang, has re-
peatedly traveled from Fresno, California to
provide crucial testimony at several important
events highlighting this case in the 106th Con-
gress. Chairman BEN GILMAN, Congressman
MARK GREEN, Congressman Bruce Vento,
Congressman RON KIND, Congressman WALLY
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HERGER and Congressman RICHARD POMBO
were also among those who participated. Fi-
nally, I am grateful to the Lao Veterans of
America, the largest group of Hmong and Lao
veterans in the United States based in my dis-
trict, for their active participation in facilitating
Congress’ efforts to bring these Hmong Ameri-
cans home.

Mr. Speaker, I submit a letter into the
RECORD that Congressman MARK GREEN and
I recently sent to Senator BOB SMITH regarding
the need to keep a hold on the appointment
of a U.S. Ambassador to Laos until funda-
mental changes are made in the way the U.S.
State Department handles the Government of
Laos and our case.

OCTOBER 6, 2000.
Hon. BOB SMITH,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR SMITH: We would like to
thank you for your recent efforts in the Sen-
ate to delay the appointment of Douglas
Hartwick as Ambassador to Laos. We agree
with those efforts and encourage you to re-
main steadfast in your position.

For years we believe this Administration’s
policies toward Laos have been fundamen-
tally flawed. Your placing a hold on Mr.
Hartwick’s Senate approval sends a powerful
message that we in Congress reject this Ad-
ministration’s policies toward Laos, and are
fully willing to support dramatic steps to
force a change in those policies.

We support your efforts for a number of
reasons. First and foremost is the State De-
partment’s handling over the past 17 months
of the case of two Americans—our constitu-
ents—missing in Laos since April of last
year.

As background, we offer the following brief
review of the circumstances surrounding the
disappearance of Messrs. Houa Ly of Apple-
ton, Wisconsin, and Michael Vang of Fresno,
California. According to America eye-
witnesses who were traveling with Messrs.
Ly and Vang, Lao government authorities
are responsible for this disappearance—a be-
lief we share. Given the Lao government’s
dismal record on human rights and other
matters, we feel this allegation is entirely
plausible.

These eyewitnesses have offered the fol-
lowing account of the incident:

‘‘On April 19, 1999, a party of four Hmong-
American men—Mr. Houa Ly, Mr. Michael
Vang, Mr. Neng Lee and Mr. Hue Vang—were
traveling in Thailand near the city of Chiang
Khong. The group, having been advised that
the nearby Thai-Lao border was open to
tourists and the public, crossed the Mekong
River into Laos.

‘‘Once across the border, the party split
into two groups. Mr. Ly and Mr. M. Vang
began speaking to several men, some of
whom identified themselves as authorities in
the Lao government. Mr. Lee and Mr. H.
Vang briefly left the area. When they re-
turned, Mr. Ly and Mr. M. Vang were miss-
ing.

‘‘After a brief search, Mr. Lee and Mr. H.
Vang witnessed Mr. Ly and Mr. M. Vang
being forced onto a boat by Lao men. The
boat, with Mr. Ly and Mr. M. Vang aboard,
sped away on the Mekong River. Mr. Ly and
Mr. M. Vang have not been heard from since.

‘‘On May 4, 1999, upon their return to
Chiang Mai, Thailand, Mr. Lee and Mr. H.
Vang reported this incident to the American
Consulate. Two days later, according to Mr.
Lee and Mr. H. Vang, an American official
from the consulate informed them he had re-
ceived reports that both men had been im-
prisoned and that Mr. Ly may have been
killed.

‘‘Subsequent independent reports have sug-
gested that the two men are currently im-
prisoned by Lao government authorities.’’

This case was initially brought to our at-
tention in May of last year. Since then, we
have been working together with the fami-
lies of Messrs. Ly and Vang and attempting
to work with the State Department to get to
the bottom of the matter.

We have repeatedly stressed the impor-
tance of this case to the State Department.
Since our initial letter on the matter to Sec-
retary Albright on May 19, 1999, we have
worked to emphasize the urgent need to have
this case resolved quickly for the sake of all
involved. We have written letters, made re-
peated phone calls, sponsored meetings, or-
ganized briefings, held hearings and even
passed House legislation dealing specifically
with the disappearances.

By the State Department’s own admission,
the communist government of Laos has been
largely uncooperative in the ‘‘joint inves-
tigation’’ of the matter undertaken by our
two governments. The State Department has
nevertheless continued to work directly with
the Lao government in their investigation,
despite evidence indicating Lao government
involvement in the disappearance itself. The
investigation, not surprisingly, has produced
virtually no results.

Adding insult to injury, the treatment of
the families of these two men at the hands of
the State Department has been deplorable.
Despite repeated State Department promises
to keep family members regularly informed
of progress and developments in the case, the
families have reported that their contact
with the State Department has been sporadic
and inadequate. The families feel, and we
agree, that the State Department has han-
dled the Lao government with kid gloves
while treating the families with skepticism
and suspicion.

Also, in the course of pursuing answers in
this case, Rep. Green and the Ly family were
forced to file a formal Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request with the State Department.
An unforgivable seven months passed before
the U.S. government documents on the dis-
appearance were finally released to the fam-
ily.

This pace of ‘‘progress’’ cannot be per-
mitted to continue. We are resolute in our
commitment to see this case resolved, and to
provide the families of Mr. Houa Ly and Mi-
chael Vang the answers they deserve. We be-
lieve that is unlikely to occur unless there is
a sweeping change in policy toward Laos
within the State Department.

The case of these two men is but another
result of the deferential, appeasement-ori-
ented Laos policy the State Department has
consciously decided to pursue. It is but one
of number of damning examples that clearly
demonstrate the flaws in that policy.

Consider the following as well:
1. Laos continues to exist as an old-style

one-party communist state which maintains
a monopoly on power and close relations
with the world’s remaining communist na-
tions.

2. Human rights abuses by the Lao govern-
ment continue to be appalling and wide-
spread. The government deploys its security
forces against many of its own citizens, in-
cluding incidents last year in which pro-de-
mocracy student demonstrators were ar-
rested and imprisoned. In addition, the Lao
government denies its citizens’ basic human
liberties and rights, including freedom of
speech, assembly and religion. These abuses
have all been repeatedly documented by Am-
nesty International and other international
organizations. Perhaps most alarming of all,
at time when human rights in many areas of
the world are improving, the human rights
situation in Laos appears to be getting
worse.

3. With the help of Vietnamese military
forces, the Lao government has waged a sys-
tematic military campaign against the
Hmong ethnic minority in the Laotian high-
lands. This campaign has caused inestimable
civilian casualties and demonstrates that
the regime in Vientiane is willing to wage
outright war against its own people to main-
tain its increasingly unsteady grip on power.

As these distressing events have taken
place, the State Department and the U.S.
Embassy in Vientiane have utterly failed to
recognize, document and address them.
These actions by the Lao government con-
tinue to take place for the same reason ac-
tions by any dictatorship continue occur-
ring: because no one in power has the cour-
age and determination to stop them.

It is our hope that your brave action in the
Senate will force a change in U.S. policy to-
ward Laos, will help advance the case of our
two missing constituents, and will assist in
moving the people of Laos closer to a day
when they will live without fear in a free and
open society.

Sincerely,
MARK GREEN,

GEORGE RADANOVICH,
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.

f
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Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to my colleague from Nebraska,
Congressman BILL BARRETT. BILL and I had
the distinction of coming to Congress in the
same year, and I have always appreciated his
enthusiasm toward issues we have worked on
together.

BILL is a fellow Member of Congress who
knows the value of visiting constituents at
home and where they work. Like me, he
spends almost every weekend traveling in his
home State so he can spend time with his
constituents in their hometowns.

In his first term, BILL was tapped by leader-
ship for two key committees—the Agriculture
Committee and the Education and the Work-
force Committee. He has worked hard at
these assignments and his increasing seniority
has allowed him to take a leadership role on
a host of pivotal issues including; small busi-
ness, child care, senior citizens, education,
health care, rural development, agriculture,
and other important issues.

As chairman of the General Farm Commod-
ities Subcommittee, which he has chaired for
three terms, and his assignment as vice-chair-
man of the Risk Management, Research, and
Specialty Crops Subcommittee, BILL BARRETT
has been on the forefront of agriculture policy.
Through the subcommittees and as vice-chair-
man of the full House Agriculture Committee,
he played a vital role in overseeing the 1996
Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform
Act, which unleashed U.S. agriculture from an-
tiquated programs and overbearing Federal in-
trusion.

BILL has been a leader in balancing the
Federal budget and reducing taxes. In the
106th Congress, he has worked to maintain
fiscal discipline while paying down the national
debt and ensuring the long-term viability of
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